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trayer is some forty years older, and in the gratifying
position of dispensing rather than requiring patronage.
We see her in better perspective, as a great society hos-
tess in the palmy days of social exclusiveness; as 'the
Queen of London, of fashion, and of the Tory party.
When she was not holding high festivals, or attending
them, she was always at home to her intimates, and as she
deigned but rarely to honour the assemblies of others
with her presence, she was generally at her evening
post to receive the initiated. To be her invited guest
under such circumstances proved at once that you had
entered the highest circle of the social paradise.'

Her old traits reappear, she is still haughty, exclusive,
fond of displaying her conversational abilities, and
piques herself on her inside information (often wrong):
'She declared there was only one man in England able
to save the situation, and thanked heaven he was in her
drawing room$' 'She listened, among her many talents
perhaps her rarest.' But she is also given the qualities of
acuteness, courage and determination, which she must
obviously have possessed in real life to obtain her social
ascendancy in a society closer and more critical than
exists today.

Another Irish hostess was Sydney Lady Morgan, 'the
wild Irish girl,3 who moved into No. 11 William Street,
opposite the Albert Gate, in 1858. Daughter of an actor,
she delighted to boast that she had been independent
since the age of fourteen. Her novels of Irish life made
her a literary reputation. S. C. Hall records saying to
her,c "Lady Morgan, I bought one of your books today.
May I tell you its date?" "Do," she answered, "but say it
in a whisper." "1805!" She lifted her hands and looked
unutterable things.' Even in her prime she was never
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